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SUBJECT: LETTER FROM CDU CHAIRMAN KOHL TO THE PRESIDENT 

REES: A. STATE 147544; B. BONN 09014; C. BONN 6580; 

D. STATE 104869 

1 . WE HAVE BEEN IN TOUCH WITH CDU CHAIRMAN KOHL'S 
OFEICE AND EXPLAINED THE DELAY IN THE PRESIDENTIAL 
RESPONSE TO KOHL'S LETTER OE MAY 24. HIS STAFE AIDE 
WAS UNDERSTANDING AND SAID THAT THE CDU CHAIRMAN IS 
LOOKING FORWARD TO A REPLY. 

2. PROM PAST EXPERIENCE WE HAVE FOUND THAT KNOWLEDGE 
THAT SOMEONE WAS WRITING THE PRESIDENT OR THE SECRETARY 
WAS NOT IN ITSELF ADEQUATE TO AVOID THE LETTER BEING 
LOST IN THE FLOOD OF MAIL IN WASHINGTON. FOR EXAMPLE, 

WE REPORTED ON MAY 26 (REP B) THAT THE CDU CHAIRMAN WAS 
WRITING THE PRESIDENT. IN ANOTHER CASE (REFS C & D) A 
LETTER FROM FRANZ JOSEF STRAUSS TO THE PRESIDENT DATED 
MARCH 30 WAS POUCHED FROM WASHINGTON TO THE EMBASSY FOR 
REPLY, ARRIVING ON JUNE 21. 

3. WE THEREFORE SUGGESTED TO KOHL'S STAPF AIDE THAT IN 
THE FUTURE LETTERS FROM THE CDU CHAIRMAN TO HIGH USG 
OFPICIALS BE TRANSMITTED VIA U.S. EMBASSY BONN. IT IS 
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OUR HOPE THAT KOHL'S OFFICE WILL TAKE OUR ADVICE TO HEART 
AND WE CAN AVOID EMBARRASSING DELAYS . 
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